International Year of Family Farming (IYFF)

MEETING MINUTES
Meeting of the International Steering Committee (ISC)

For The International Year of Family Farming (IYFF) 2014

FAO Headquarters (Lebanon Room C277/281)

Tuesday, 28 January 2014, 15:00

Item 1. Opening of the meeting and approval of the agenda

· The Chairperson of the ISC, Mr. Lupiño Lazaro, Jr. opened the meeting and invited participants to comment on the agenda and approve the Minutes of the previous ISC meeting held on 08 November 2013. Ms Ségolène Halley des Fontaines, of France, suggested incorporating under, Item 7, Any Other Business, a discussion on the management of the IYFF website. Under the same item, Ms. Florence Buchholzer, of EU and ISC Vice Chair, further suggested discussion on the conduct of the Global Dialogue in Rome.  With the suggested modifications, both the Agenda and the Minutes were approved.
· At the start of the meeting, the Chairperson formally welcomed La Via Campesina as member of the ISC, and all those that are attending the meeting for the first time. (Please see attached Annex I for the list of participants.)
Item 2. Regional Dialogues and follow up (ISC Secretariat)
· The Chairperson invited Mr. Francesco Pierri (FAO-OPC, IYFF Secretariat), to give an overview of the Reports of the Regional Dialogues (RDs). Mr. Pierri began his presentation by informing the members that all RD Reports have been shared through the mailing list along with a Synthesis produced by the IYFF Secretariat (Please see Annex III). He announced that a more synthesized version will be shared with the members in due course;
·  The Secretariat expressed satisfaction for the participation and the outcomes of the Regional dialogues. He further commented on the convergent analyses and recommendations that emerged in all RD’s, on topics such as: the definition of family farming, enabling policy environment, access to credit/inputs, access to natural resources and land tenure security, markets and producer organizations, gender issues and youth. 
· Mr. Pierri gave an overview of the inclusion  of the Outcomes of the Regional Dialogues in the agendas of the FAO Regional Conferences, as follows:
Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, 10–14 March 2014
Item 9. State of food and agriculture in Asia and the Pacific region, including future prospects and emerging issues (“…The paper will highlight key aspects of the regional rice strategy, sustainable intensification of aquaculture, regional livestock sector development and the role of family farming in ensuring sustainable food security, with attention to sub regional specificities…”) Item for discussion
Regional Conference for the Near East, Rome, Italy, 24–28 February 2014

Item 17. Any Other Matters
Information note. Regional Dialogue on Family Farming in the Near East and North Africa Region
Regional Conference for Europe, Bucharest, Romania, 2 - 4 April 2014:
Item 9. International Year of Family Farming (IYFF) in Europe and Central Asia. Item for discussion
Regional Conference for Africa, , Tunis, Tunisia, 24-28 March 2014

Agenda not finished yet. 
Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean, Santiago, Chile, 6-9 May 2014 
Agenda not finished yet. 
· The Secretariat informed the Committee of the following: 
· launching on 27 January 2014 the World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC)/FAO Awareness Campaign "Communication and community media to advance family farming and food security”.The campaign aims at reaching farmers’ organizations and the rural population  through over 4000 community radios associated with AMARC world-wide. Also, it foresees an active role of the regional platforms established in collaboration between AMARC and FAO (Onda Rural, ComDev Asia and Kenkasa Africa) to develop local contents related to family farming and to enhance the communication capacities of community media and field projects.

· the Global Forum on Food Security and Nutrition (FSN Forum) will engage in the IYFF by launching a Global Discussion forum on the topic. The discussion will be systematized and will be used as a complementary contribution for the Global Dialogue on Family Farming. 

· a sheet on key facts and statistics on family farming was produced by FAO to be used throughout 2014; and
· a selection of pictures was done representing different types of family farming throughout the world. They will be used throughout the IYFF and made available on the website.
· The Chairperson welcomed the information provided by the Secretariat. On these issues, members raised and discussed the following:

· The Regional Conferences should address the outcomes of the Regional Dialogues adequately. Some members expressed discontent over the attention given in the agendas of some Regional Conferences, so far. They agreed that the topic should be included as an item for discussion as per the agenda of the Regional Conferences for Asia and the Pacific and for Europe.
· Some members expressed their concern that the outcomes of the Regional Dialogues are not reflecting the richness and diversity of the experiences and initiatives that are taking place under the IYFF.

· They agreed that action and conquests for family farming have to occur and be measured at country level, notably in terms of political commitment, agricultural and rural policies as well as social dialogue promoted by the Governments.

· Expectations were voiced that the Outcomes Reports of the Regional Dialogues be translated into all official FAO languages. The Secretariat committed to address this request.
Item 3. Update on Global Forum and Expo on Family Farming, 4-7 March, 2014, Budapest (ISC Secretariat and Government of Hungary)

· The Chairperson gave the floor to Mr. David Mezei, Permanent Representative of Hungary at the FAO in Rome;
· Mr. Mezei introduced himself to the ISC as he has recently arrived to Rome. He explained that the Hungarian Government implemented various measures to build an enabling policy environment for family farmers in Hungary. He gave a presentation on the current status of the upcoming Global Forum and Expo and mentioned that the main issues to be discussed in the event are: 
· the role of family farms in contributing to local and global food security;
· family farming and the three dimensions of sustainability – harmonizing the social, environmental and economic aspects;
· key challenges and opportunities for agricultural investments in family farming;
· role of women in family farming.
· Mr. Mezei shared that several VIP guests have been confirmed. In addition, he invited all the members to register at the following website until 20 February 2014: http://familyfarming.kormany.hu
Item 4. Update on farmers’ forum ifad

· The Chairperson gave the floor to Mr. Jean Philippe Audinet of IFAD, who updated the ISC on IFAD’s Farmers’ Forum.  He shared that the forum began in 2005 as a platform for consultation and dialogue among small farmers’ and rural producers’ organizations, IFAD, and governments;
· The Farmers’ Forum will take place on 17-20 February. There will be side events on the 20th after the closure of the Session of the Governing Council, wherein Council members will have the opportunity to dialogue with the farmer/producer participants; 
· The IYFF logo will be used at all events of the Farmers’ Forum;
· There will be working groups on a number of issues including the engagement of FOs in the policy making process, the engagement FOs in value chains, and the exchange of experience and best practices regarding building capacity of FOs. It was also mentioned that sharing best practices in seizing IYFF support at country-level will be a focus.

Item 5. Update on new Special Ambassadors (ISC Secretariat) and IYFF Slogan (ISC Secretariat)

· The Chairperson gave the floor to Mr. Francesco Pierri for an update on the Special Ambassadors and the IYFF Slogan;
On the Special Ambassadors
· Mr. Pierri recalled the Special Ambassadors (SAs) nominated so far (respectively for Latin America and the Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa and Europe), and announced that the FAO DG will appoint as SA for Asia and the Pacific, Ms. Esther Penunia, from the Philippines, Secretary-General of Asian Farmer’s Association for Sustainable Rural Development (AFA). Ms Penunia will be appointed at the opening session of the GFEFF in Budapest.
· Regarding the other nominations, Mr. Pierri informed the members that the nominee for the Near East has been contacted, and the Secretariat is waiting for an acceptance. The rest of the special ambassador nominations will be finalized soon since the objective is to nominate them in Budapest.  
· On these issues members raised and discussed the following:

· Members welcomed Ms Penunia’s appointment in recognition of the role she has long played in advocating for family farming and sustainable rural development and the respect she enjoys internationally.  
· Special Ambassadors represent the different types of family farming context throughout the world and convey a message on the richness and diversity of this model of agricultural production, which is also a way of life.
On the Slogans

· Mr. Pierri submitted to the attention of the members the slogans below and added that FAO’s DG expressed his preference for the third in the list. He noted that the DG will highly appreciate the opinion and the consensus reached in the ISC.  
1. “Feeding the world sustainably”; 
2. “Feeding the world, preserving the future”; 
3. “Family farming - Feeding the future”. 
· While there emerged a general appreciation of the third slogan as it represents the importance of family farming and the challenges ahead, members expressed their preference for keeping the slogan which has been launched by the World Rural Forum in 2008 and used so far: “Feeding the world, caring for the Earth.” Some requested for more time to reflect on the slogans and consult with respective constituents.
· Also, members asked whether the slogan for the IYFF  will be the same used for World Food Day this October;
· The Secretariat committed to quickly inform on the slogan to be adopted and its potential use for WFD.
Item 6. Briefing on last meeting of the World Consultative Committee for IYFF (WRF)
· The Chairperson invited Ms. Cristina Grandi, of the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM), to brief on the WCC meeting.  
· Ms Grandi initially informed the members that the WRF decided to improve its IYFF website: www.familyfarming.net.  She explained that The WCC is the advisory body of the WRF - in representation of the total number of associations, more than 360, adhering to the IYFF Campaign- in all matters related to the IYFF Campaign.

· A large consensus emerged in the WCC meeting over the political momentum created by the IYFF for the future of family farming in terms of promoting political commitment and fostering social participation and policy dialogue. 
· Furthermore, Ms Grandi recalled that 30 Farmers leaders coming from five continents met last January 21 and 22 in Abu Dhabi, in order to agree on global claims needed to strengthen Family Farming worldwide. She mentioned that the Report on the meeting has not been issued yet. She agreed to circulate the to all ISC members;
· Finally, Ms Grandi recalled that the WRF has a project funded by IFAD supporting 12 national committees. In response to a query from the representative of South Africa, Mr. Audinet (IFAD) informed that country recipients were already identified in the said IFAD project. 
Item 7. Briefing on the "One House One Farm " Project (GOVERNMENT OF Bangladesh)
· Mr. Mafizur Rahman explained that the “One House One Farm” Project was initiated in 2010 to support family farmers. The project allowed the rural poor to find self-employment opportunities with the physical and financial supports offered by the project. Mr. Rahman explained that the main objective of the project is to reduce overall poverty and boost economic growth by providing the adequate infrastructure, capacity building and skills, among others. Mr. Rahman mentioned that the project has received an award for its effectiveness. The farming capacity of several farmers increased as well as their income. Mr. Rahman concluded that by 2016, the Government of Bangladesh will receive more funding to initiate the program again.
· The possibility of presentation of this project during the IFAD Governing Council and/or at a side event was also explored.
· The Chairperson invited Mr. Rahman to share a document on the project to all the ISC members. Mr. Rahman agreed. 
Item 8. any other business
· The Chairperson opened the floor for other business. 
· Members raised the question regarding the extent to which the topic of family farming will be addressed in occasion of WFD and the CFS session this October. 
· Expectations were raised that the Global Dialogue in October be a comprehensive discussion forum on the opportunities and the challenges faced by family farmers and the enabling policy environment. The Secretariat was asked to facilitate coordination with the agendas of CFS and WFD in order to harmonize and avoid potential downsizing.
· Following a question on the Multi-Donor Trust Fund for IYFF, the Secretariat stated that the IFAD’s grant to the said Trust Fund is being finalized and committed to inform on pending contributions. 
The Chairman thanked all the participants and concluded the meeting. 
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