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Land Matrix Data 
Editing Guidelines

Major Tasks

� Updating Existing Deals
• Improving the data of deals that are already in 

the database

� Adding New Deals
• adding deals in the database

Updating Existing Deals

� Update details
• changes with the details of the deals

� Complete details
• new informationthat was not available beforehand

� Correct Details
• data that were inconsistent or incorrect with the sources or new 

information that disproves what was previously stated

� Delete non-verifiable details
• details that can not be verified in the given sources or any other 

sources available

� Delete Deals

Updating Existing Deals

� Delete non-verifiable details
• details that can not be verified in the given sources or any other 

sources available

� Delete Deals
• if a deal is a clear duplication of another deal, 

• if it is neither possible to identify a deal now nor in the close 
future since the information given is too vague and no reference 
can be found elsewhere, 

• if no sources are listed and it is not possible to find new sources  
and/or

• if the minimum information is not given and it is very probable 
that it will never be possible to complete that information.
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Adding New Deals

� Minimun criteria

• Needed for the deal to be shown in the public 

interface

• Spatial data (level of accuracy, target 

country)Investor name 

• Investor name

• Investment size (any field > 200 hectares)

• Data source

General Workflow

Editors Section

Overview of the latest changes 

of the deals

Adding new deal

Searching deals through filters

Deals that needs further 

modification (feedback system) 

and submission from crowdsource

Dashboard

Browse

Manage

Add

Dashboard
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Add

Data Categories

Blank

Browse

What you want to search

Entering Data into the Sections

1. Location
2. Land area
3. Intention of investment
4. Nature of the deal and duration of the agreement
5. Negotiation status
6. Implementation status
7. Purchase price/leasing fees
8. Contract farming

9. Investor info
• Change of information on secondaries

10.Data sources
11.Local communities
12.Overall comment and action comment
13.History

Location

Accuracy

•Country = applicable for country level 

information 

•Approximate level = sub-national regional 

level, i.e. regions, districts, etc. down to 

and including cities.

•Exact location = sub-regional/sub-city level 

(villages, quarters, exact addresses)

•Exact coordinates: applicable if you know 

the exact coordinates of the location
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Land Area and Intention of Investment

Year Base

Add more

Area is always 

in hectares

Land Area and Intention of Investment

Use the most 

conservative 

estimate

Sizes of investments agreed to in 

MoUs should, hence, be entered 

under “Intended size”, 

but not under 

“Current size under contract”

1. Food-Crops: Edible produces 

cultivated for human consumption

2. Non-food agricultural commodities: relates to 

non-edible products (like rubber, 

cosmetics , fertilizers),

3. Agriunspecified: is applicable if it is not clear for 

which kind of product the crop is used. 

Nature of the Deal and Duration of the 
Agreement

When agreement 

is renewed

Negotiation Status

Date Format

Can be removed
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Implementation Status, Purchase Price/ 
Leasing Fee and Contract Farming Investor Information

Primary Investor

Percent share

Data Source

Diffrent types of data sources

Other sources are specified in the comments box

Data Source

Format for Media Reports, Personal 

Infomation and Crowdsourcing

Specify date, name and organization

Needs more information

No need to upload PDF version
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Data Source

Format for other data sources

No need to upload PDF version

If the date of internet sources

can't be found, place date accessed

in comment box 

Local Communities

Other Information

Employment

Other Information

Former Use
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Other Information

Produce Info

Other Information

Water

Other Information

Gender Related Info

Overall Comment 

For comments or information 

that does not fit other 

data categories
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Action Comment

Summary of the changes that was made

Filling up the action commnet is 

required for any action to be made

Do not go to action comment

unless the addtion or modification 

is finished

Action Comment

Click only after you are sure you are done editing

Research assistants can not 

modify the deal after clicking 

"Done" Button 

until the changes made 

was accepted or rejected

History

When the 

change was

made

Who made the change

Changes that 

was made
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