PART 1: VOICES OF DESPAIR AND RESISTANCE: 
CAMBODIA:by Chuk Vanoth of farmers for Nature’s Net
- women suffer more due to HIV problem 

- call upon least develop countries to demand from the develop countries equal and fair trade

-provide appropriate assistance to LDC to produce affordable goods

- farmers have suffer too long enough
- no deal is better than bad deal

JAPAN: by Fumido

· farmer status in japan in the case of rice; five years ago price of rice is $4 now its $2
· Japanese government favors big farmers

· Smaller farmers are losing their motivation to farm due to minimal support from the government

· Price of vegetable drop seriously this year; price so low and farmers cannot recover their cost of production

· These are the effect of imports to local farmers

· Ainokai link with direct consumers 
· Ainokai proposes that each one should learn to produce their own food

· Want to fight for farmer, fight for peace

Taiwan: Chin Hsiung from Taiwan Wax Apple Association
· 2003-2004 farmers conducted some mobilization which caught the attention of the media and thus concerns of farmers were noticed

· after joining WTO, imported rice replace the local rice

· income of farmers less than factory workers in Taiwan

· one farmer leader will go to hunger strike while in jail during the WTO MC6 here in Hongkong

Vietnam:by My Lan

- Vietnam government will attempt to draft policies that will be beneficial to small farmers

India: by Ponnuthai (Tamilnadu women’s collective)
· 80% of women involved in farming

· agriculture is the culture of the country

· import of cheap food product from other country, Indian farmers suffer most,
· farmers forced to cultivate for the market e.g. poisonous plant

· removal of quantitative restriction (QR) created problem in india

· basic requirement of land and water is alienated from farmers; 

· make sure that no deal is made in Hongkong
Bangladesh:shaikh
· resist WTO and the unjust world trade

· 80 % of population depends on agriculture

· farmers suffering a lot

· threatening food security, cultural diversity and national economy

· community/ indigenous knowledge will be lost due to WTO

· under NAMA, people not allowed the use of water

· low productivity of land

· vegetation is diminished 
· fisherfolks deprived the use of water

· no appropriate health care and other basic services

· 40 persons were killed related to land grabbing

· trade and commerce is for the people not the people for trade and commerce
South Korea:by Seo of KAFF

· we are here to commemorate patriot Lee kyung hae 

· Koreans against WTO

· We are here with the same aim

· There were 3 farmers who committed suicide and some other who were hurt during protest last November 15

· God punish big countries like America thru the calamities e.g. hurricane

· God is blessing our efforts

· Agriculture is very important that’s why we should fight against WTO both here and also when we go back to our own countries
· Don’t worry that Koreans will be violent, we are peace loving people

SOLIDARITY RITUAL

KEY NOTE SPEECH: by Yash Tandon from South Center

Important that we let our government know what we want
Western countries are offering million of money to persuade countries to agree on their interest related to trade of services e.g. telecommunications, water, health, education.
This will lead to monopoly of services for the people 

We should strengthen southern government to resist and not accept the money offered by western countries

Second point, when we fight for corporate-based globalization, we should be ready to propose some alternatives
Example of this alternative is from Zimbabwe – 9 trade unuions have adopted ANL (Alternative to neoliberal) 
· move away from control of WB

· avoid export strategy

· feed the people first, use local resources for local needs

· systematically disengage / cut link with globalization

· unite inside first and negotiate on the basis of strength

· in Africa, very nuch dominated by western capitalist thus we need to disengage first and build our strength and engage later

· this is the kind of strategy used by trade unions and hopefully this can be done by other sectors like students, etc.

· hopefully, there can be similar efforts in Asia that will challenge globalization 
· wish you strength to move forward in peaceful and democratic process

PANEL 1: WTO, TRADE LIBERALIZATION AND THE EROSION OF FOOD SOVEREIGNITY
1. WTO Agriculture Negotiation: by Aileen Kwa
- small countries are not powerful in the negotiation thus they are losing in the negotiation

- liberalization of services related to distribution e.g. supermarket, water

- USA and EU extremely aggressive and pushing to open-up the market of the southern countries for services

- plurilateral negotiation is being pushed. Example of this is on the water sector.

- big supermarket chain are trying to get into the market of the southern countries  and all over the world which will greatly affect the small farmers because big supermarket will buy from big farmers thus destroying the small farmers; it will also destroy the livelihood of small vendors

- we should continue our solidarity

PANEL 2: DEVELOPING A FRAMWORK ON FOOD SOVEREIGNTY AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
1. Protecting Small Farmers against onslaught of WTO: Poeple’s Sovereignty and National Development

by Arze Glipo
· Food Sovereignty – response to globalization /liberalization of agriculture
· erosion of capacity of the government to direct their food production or undermining of food sovereignty

· re-claiming the right of people to determine their food preference and production

· Trade deficit 
Elements of Food Sovereignty
· food security / sufficiency –focus first on agricultural productivity not just on access to food
· policy instruments:

· price support for all small farmers under effective trading program
· credit delivery

· infrastructure

· research

· effective border control measure beyond tariff e.g.quantitative restrictions (QR)

- measures should be appropriate for each country it should not be uniform as imposed by WTO
- domestic policy must also lead to diversification plus value adding processing

2. Need to regulate trade
     - regulate direct and indirect policy on dumping

3. Access and control of resources by both men and women

- secure tenurial status
4. recognize, respect and actualize right to safe food

- particularly important to food-deficit country
-involves diversification where farmers can plant not only commercial crops but as well as food crops

5. Women’s participation
6. promote sustainable agriculture practices

· Food sovereignty is linked with political and economic sovereignty

· Get out of debt to ascertain our sovereignty (budget for debt servicing can be used for price support)
· Strengthen organization of poor farmers to influence government policy
Will it be possible to regulate international trade without WTO?

- Sophia Murphy of IATP
· We need rules but the question is how to make the rule right
· 10 % of goods are traded in the borders

· commitment to environment treaties should be considered in charting the systems of rules

· there are a lot of trade policies which might not be only limited to liberalization

· how can we make agricultural policy that will consider the right of other country

· corporate power: control over market 

· small number of firms that dominate / control the global trade which manifest imperfect competition 

· What to do?
· look beyond agriculture; issue on services will affect greatly the farmers e.g. access to banks, energy, etc.
· investment and competition issues e.g. foreign investment (how to channel it to generate jobs)
· What to do with the corporate power?

· corporation should pay their way

· farmer organizing is necessary so that they can assert their right 
· transparency requirements – data on where the market of the corporation are

· more than one model in agriculture; WTO should acknowledge and recognize existing models

· trade rules should be incorporated with bigger systems of rules e.g human rights, rights of nation etc.

· should be made accountable to the obligations made by the government eg. MDG

Laura Carlsen: Center of Studies for World Change

· look at what happen with Mexican agriculture

· 2 million farmers displaced from their land (mostly corn farmers)

· agriculture is culture for mexico

· when farmers leave their land they are losing their culture also as well as their biodiversity

· created human tragedy

· reasons for not much displacements
· remittances from overseas workers

· subsistence farming as fallback for the low price of food

· cultural resistance

meeting of seven country – blocked US free trade agreement (FTA)

in general a multilateral  agreement is better than bilateral with US and EU

why do big countries go with bilateral agreements? 

Especially the negotiating stance is not built on the farmers’’ interests

-soybean production taking over, much of the lands planted to GMo soybeans in Mexico and other Latin American countries 

- small farmers are usually left out in the negotiating table 
- we are watching very carefully bilateral agreements especially issues of environmental sustainability and natural resources are not being considered, as well as interests of small farmers
-the export model has to be questioned, it has created a lot of polarization of wealth in the country and there is growing poverty  
-There is a growing consensus that free trade agreements are not working for the people. The privatization of water has been a focus of the resistance and has contributed largely to this resistance. 
-In 2008, corn and beans will be liberalized, and there is strong consensus among farmers that this should not be allowed.  
- there is a belief that multi lateral agreement is better than the bilaterals going on, but many believe that agriculture should be taken out of WTO, and that FTAs must be stopped 

Chung Il Kim _ Korean NGO Coalition 
· I am from Korea. Title of presentation is Stop WTO Experiment that Threaten Food Sovereignty
What are the necessary conditions of food security? 
One, maintenance of sustainable access to food. Food security can be achieved only when people are guaranteed access to food stuff at good quality at present and in the future. 

Second, establish at least a minimum safeguard for an access to food, especially for small farmer countries. 
These two conditions are not being satisfied because of the current international free trade order. 
Why are these not satisfied ? 
First, there is imbalance between world food demand and supply. 

Second, there is a monopolistic market unable to guarantee a stable supply of food. 
Food security is necessary for world peace. The key to sustainable global peace is sustainable food security. 
Recommended policies for international trade: 
Food is not a simple economic good but a survival good. 

Second, food security is to secure a stable supply of desired food in the necessary amount not only now but also in the future. Maintain a country’s food producing activities using one’s own resources . 
--- should guarantee the rights of subsistence farmers. 

Third, WTO should devise an institutional mechanism that can guarantee the right of  subsistence farmers. 

Question from India :

1) In a country which has surplus in some parts and some scarcity in some parts, issues such as contract farming, imposition of GMO seeds to farmers drive farmers to poverty and even to commit suicide. Incomes of farmers have been going down. Farmers do not have access to affordable credit, many farmers are indebted, have high debts. 
- We need a multi lateral system which is not dominated by a few countries 
Marco from Vietnam: I got very confused after today. I notice the diversity of the countries in Asia and Latin America, the farmers want to produce more, and can produce more and can produce at much lower prices and they want to export, and want to raise income. What is our answer to them? 
From India : Because of the caste system, there is discrimination . the discriminated have lack of access to resources. We would like to see the condition of the most marginalized group . Please be aware of the conditions of these marginalized groups. 
Sophia : for farmers looking at exports, there are opportunities for export but the experience of farmers is they find it hard to control the export market. Brazilian soyfarmers lost in the export of soy. Even if your product is the cheapest, you may not have the income unless you control the market, and have good government regulations, and farmers have the capital. 
- there has been a lot of good study on the impact of free trade to women. The impact of free trade to the very marginalized groups is something to learn. 
Laura:  trade negotiations should consider the level and capacity of production of the country . 
Arze: the problem of the export model is that it is unsustainable: we are facing declining prices of commodities and that most countries are producing the same commodities. The improvement in the agriculture should be linked to the development of the other industries such as manufacturing. Developing countries who are relying on exports should act how to remove the trade distorting subsidies. The food sovereignty framework looks at agriculture as contributing to national sovereignty  and national development as well.

In India there were cases were there were lots of food in the warehouses but these were not distributed to the hungry because the government withdrew its food distribution system. 

Chung Il Kim:  
From Thailand : there is the current free trade system marginalizes the farmers. But what kind of measures we need to protect food sovereignty? How do we address world hunger ? what are the solid recommendations to free trade? What about fair trade? 

Ping Peria of Phils: We are talking about beyond WTO. South-South trade has been discussed before. What are the possibilities and limitations? How about trade with non WTO members? What are the possibilities and limitations?

from Phils: do you think there will be deadlock in WTO negotiations? Most LDCs have an export orientation. Will multi lateral agreement help or create more problems later on? And also what about the issue of accountability when many of these countries have high level of corruption?
Sophia: trade will happen as it has always happened. Each countrys capacity to trade differ. So the question is what are the rules? 
-forcing trade rule to be in line with other rules like human rights will maybe force multi lateral trade to respond to other issues and have a trade rule system which is much more respectful of food sovereignty. On fair trade : it is showing that there is another way to make profit. 
South-south trade : regional agreements between countries who have the same 
Economic level may help but they have to think why and what is it that I have to trade with this country?

Arze : I would like to see a global order where there is respect of the sovereignty of nations. At the moment we do not see that. We have to push our governments to reclaim the policy space that 
was lost because of free trade. At the domestic level, there are fundamental structural weaknesses that make them lose this sovereignty . so fundamental proposals too : 
-agrarian reform
- more support from government, government should get out of the framework that the market is better 

-what is the prospect of the deadlock in WTO MC 6: what the US and EU propose is meaningless. So the demands of developing countries to drastically reduce trade distorting subsidies are not met. But we know that there can be horse trading during these negotiations. Crucial is to push our governments to hold on to their ground and maintain their original position to demand for the significan reduction of trade distorting subsidies of highly developed countries. 

Laura: fair trade is important symbolically because it directly links producer and market but there is a limit to the fair trade system. You may not be able to stop the unfair free trade by this fair trade system .   

Southern regional markets : must look at ecologically-  sound  use of the resources . 

-the challenge is now upon us to create pressure for our governments to push for this alternative framework. 

OPEN FORUM: ALTERNATIVE MODEL

J.Osaba (WRF): WHAT WERE THE INTERVENTIONS OF PhilDHRRA in Montevista?

Can you explain regarding local actions esp.on budgeting for agricultural development?

Answer from jaybee:

First intervention should be related to access and control over resources, in the case of montevista – agrarian reform

Started with 80 families

Formula: poor farmer with problem with infrastructure, agri.inputs,basic services like health, education is not good; 

high spending with low production/income

increase income by lessening cost of production by avoiding use of chemicals and pesticide by using organic fertilizers; 

decrease spending on basic services by accessing support services from the government

food security was addressed through diversified farming

how to convince the government?

· capitalize on the votes thus number counts

· federation building helps to strengthen bargaining power / negotiation

· networking is important

PDAP’s case:

Increase in income by 30% due to organic rice production and marketing

