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The Land Matrix Initiative: 
Experience of the Asian Farmers Association for Sustainable Rural 

Development



The Rush for Land

• One of AFA’s peasant agenda is to 
promote secure tenurial rights of 
small-scale family farmers over 
natural resources: lands, waters, 
forests, seeds 

• Demand for land and natural 
resources have significantly 
accelerated in the last decade, 
leading to an increase of large-scale 
land acquisitions (LSLAs) 



The Land Matrix Initiative

• LMI is a global, independent, and 
open-access land monitoring 
initiative that promotes 
transparency and accountability
in decisions over land 
investments by providing 
information, stimulating debate, 
and strengthening the position 
of stakeholders

https://landmatrix.org/stay-informed/%3Fcategory=publications


LMI Database 
www.landmatrix.org

http://www.landmatrix.org/


LMI Database 
www.landmatrix.org
Interactive map

• displays the spatial distribution of land deal locations according to 
implementation status, intention of investment or the accuracy of the 
spatial information

Datasets
• Provides information on target country, top investors, intention of 

investment, negotiation and implementation status and deal size
Charts

• Facilitates generation of infographics based on topic of interest
Publications

http://www.landmatrix.org/


LMI and VGGT



LMI: Mapping and evidence-based 
advocacy work

Detailed Community Mapping Steps: How to Make an 
Advocacy Map using QGIS, GPS device and Drone

1. Orientation on participatory mapping 
2. Action Planning: Determining the boundaries
3. Field work: Collecting reference positions
4. Processing (Output: Base Map)
5. Research (Output: Technical description)
6. Focus Group Discussion (Objectives: 1. Getting info 

from local spatial knowledge; 2. Advocacy 
statement / Output: Sectoral map)

7. Drone mapping (Output: Images)
8. Technical work: 1. Image processing; 2. 

Georeferencing; 3. Digitizing; 4. Layouting; 5. 
Editing

9. Community validation
10. Creating the collective advocacy maps / emphasis 

map

Community validation with indigenous peoples 
who will be displaced by the Kaliwa Dam 
project. Photo taken on May 5, 2019 in Gen. 
Nakar, Quezon, Philippines



LMI Publications
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[m %HDFK
× %XUHDX�RI�4XDUDQWLQH$+ &'$67�*XDUG�%XLOGLQJd &HOO�6LWH
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���7HFKQLFDO�'HVFULSWLRQ�IRU�$3(&2�3DUFHO���DQG���

���$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�%RXQGDULHV�IURP�3KLOLSSLQH�6WDWLVWLFV�$XWKRULW\�������
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���1R�*R�=RQHV��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUH�

���/DQG�8VH�&OXVWHU�E\�$3(&2��([WUDFWHG�IURP�WKH�&DVLJXUDQ�&DVH�6WXG\��3ROLF\�3DSHU�1R�����6HULHV������

���$QFHVWUDO�'RPDLQ��3KLOLSSLQH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�)RU�,QWHUFXOWXUDO�'HYHORSPHQW��'LIIHUHQWLDO�*36�6XUYH\�

7+(�$8525$�3$&,),&�(&2120,&�=21(�$1'�)5((3257��$3(&2��352-(&7�
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.DPLQJ� KXPLJLW� NXPXODQJ� ���� SDPLO\D� QD� NDWXWXERQJ�$JWD�PXOD� VD� 3DUDLVR� QJ� %UJ\�

&XODW�� 6LWLR� 'LSRQWLDQ�� 'LQLSDQ�� 'XPDJXLSR� QJ� %UJ\�� &R]R�� 6LWLR� 1LNDONDO�� 'LVLJXLVDZ�

'DOXJDQ��1L\RJ�QJ�6DQ� ,OGHIRQVR��&DVLJXUDQ��$XURUD� D\�QDJSDSDKD\DJ�QJ�SDJWXWRO� VD

3UR\HNWRQJ�$XURUD� (FRQRPLF� =RQH� DQG� )UHHSRUW� $XWKRULW\� �$3(&2�� GDKLO� QDVDVDNRS

QLWR�DQJ�NDEXXDQ�QJ�%UJ\��&R]R�DW�6DQ�,OGHIRQVR�NXQJ�VDDQ�PDWDWDJSXDQ�DQJ�/XSDLQJ

1LQXQR��PXOD�EXQGRN�KDQJJDQJ�ED\ED\LQ�QJ�PJD�GDODPSDVLJDQ�QJ�3LQLQVXOD�D\�EDKDJL

QJ�DPLQJ�LVLQXVXORQJ�QD�&HUWLILFDWH�RI�$QFHVWUDO�'RPDLQ�7LWOH��&$'7��

1DQJDQJDPED�NDPLQJ�PDZDODQ�QJ� OXSDLQ�DW� WLUDKDQ�VDNDOLQJ�PDJSDWXOR\�DQJ�SUR\HNWR

VD�DPLQJ�OXJDU��0DDDUL�NDPLQJ�PDSDDOLV�DW�PDVLUD�DQJ�DPLQJ�PJD�WDKDQDQ�DW�OLELQJDQJ

QLQXQR�QD�PDWDWDJSXDQ�VD�'LSRQWHDQ��'LGXPD\DQ��1LNDONDO�DW�'LVLJXLVDZ�QD� LWLQXWXULQJ

QDPLQ� QD� VDJUDGR� VD� ORRE� QJ� PDUDPLQJ� SDQDKRQ�� *DQXQ� GLQ� DQJ� PD\DPDQ� QDPLQJ

SDQJDVXKDQ�QD�VDNRS�QJ�%UJ\��&R]R�DW�6DQ�,OGHIRQVR�
0DDDUL�ULQJ�PDDSHNWXKDQ�DQJ�DPLQJ�PD\DPDQJ�NXOWXUD�QD�KDORV�QDQJDQJDQLE�QD�JDZD

QJ�PRGHUQLVDV\RQ�DW�NXQJ�WXWXXVLQ�DQJ�LODQ�VD�PJD�LWR�D\�KLQGL�SD�OXEXVDQJ�QDNLNLODOD�

+XZDJ�VDQDQJ� LVDQWDEL�DQJ�DPLQJ�PJD�NDUDSDWDQ�VD�/XSDLQJ�1LQXQR�QD�QDNDVDDG�VD

,QGLJHQRXV�3HRSOHV¶�5LJKWV�$FW��,35$�� ODZ�� �+LQLKLOLQJ�QDPLQ�VD�JXE\HUQR�DW�SULEDGRQJ

VHNWRU� DQJ� WDPDQJ� SURVHVR� QJ� IUHH� SULRU� DQG� LQIRUPHG� FRQVHQW� �)3,&�� XSDQJ� NDPL�D\

LVDPD� DW�PDJLQJ�NDEDKDJL� QJ� DQXPDQJ�SUR\HNWRQJ� LWDWD\R� VD� DPLQJ� OXSDLQ��6DSDJNDW

NDUDSDWDQ� QDPLQJ� WXWXODQ� DQJ� PJD� LWR� NXQJ� NDPL� D\� DSHNWDGR�� DW� VDQJ�D\XQDQ� NXQJ

PDNDEXEXWL�SDUD�VD�ODKDW�QJ�PL\HPEUR�QJ�DPLQJ�NRPXQLGDG��+LQLKLOLQJ�QDPLQ�LWR�XSDQJ

PDLZDVDQ�DQJ�PJD�VXPXVXQRG����8QWL�XQWLQJ�SDJEDEDZDO�QJ�SDQJDQJDVR�DW�SDQJLQJLVGD�QJ�PJD�NDWXWXER�

���8QWL�XQWLQJ� QDEXEXNVDQ� DQJ� /XSDLQJ� 1LQXQR� DW� JLQDJDZDQJ� VHQWUR� QJ� LQGXVWUL\D� DW

WXULVPR����8QWL�XQWLQJ�SDJQLSLV�QJ�SRSXODV\RQ�QJ�DQJ�PJD�QDWLYH�QD�SXN\XWDQ� �KRQH\�EHH�� VD

6DQ� ,OGHIRQVR� 3HQLQVXOD� GDKLO� VD� SDJNDVLUD� QJ�PJD� NLQDNDSLWDQ� QLWRQJ� SXQR� JDZD� QJ

SDJNDNDLQJLQ� VD� OXJDU�� ,WR�D\� LVD�VD�PJD�SLQDJNXNXQDQ�QJ�QDWXUDO� QD�SDJNDLQ�QJ�PJD

NDWXWXER����8QWL�XQWLQJ�SDJNDZDOD�QJ�PJD�NDVXRWDQJ�EDKDJ�QJ�PJD�$JWD�VD�&DVLJXUDQ��$XURUD�DW

SDJODKR�QJ�WULEDO�GDQFH�GDKLO�VD�HSHNWR�QJ�SDJSDVRN�QJ�PRGHUQLVD\RQ�DW�PDNDEDJRQJ

VLELOLVDV\RQ�VD�OXJDU���� 8QWL�XQWLQJ� SDJODKR� QJ� DPLQJ� NDWXWXERQJ� ZLND� GDKLO� VD� NDNXODQJDQ� QJ� WDPDQJ

HGXNDV\RQ�DW�VXSRUWD�QJ�SDPDKDODDQ�QD�GXPDUDWLQJ�VD�DPLQJ�OXJDU�

��� 8QWL�XQWLQJ� SDJNDZDOD� QJ� SDJVXVXE¶QJ� GDKLO� ZDOD� QD� DQJ� PDNXNXOD\� QD� RUFKLG� VD

JXEDW�QD�SDUWH�QJ�OXSDLQJ�QLQXQR�EXQJD�QJ�SDJNDNDVHPHQWR�QJ�GDDQ�DW�SDJLJLQJ�PDELOLV

PDSXQWDKDQ�DQJ�DPLQJ�OXJDU�D\�QDDEXVR�DQJ�PJD�LWR�VD�NDPD\�QJ�PJD�GD\XKDQ�

���$QJ�NDVDOXNX\DQJ�NDODJD\DQ�QJ�&$'7�� QD� KDORV�ZDOD�SDQJ� NDWL\DNDQ�DW� OLQDZ�DQJ

PJD� NDWXWXERQJ�$JWD� QJ�&DVLJXUDQ��$XURUD� NXQJ� VDDQJ� HVWDGR� QD� QJ� DSOLNDV\RQ� DQJ

QDLVXVXORQJ��:DODQJ� DELVR� DQJ� LODQJ� WULER� NXQJ� ND\D¶W� DQJ� LODQ� VD� NDQLOD� D\� VDODW� VD

NDDODPDQ�NXQJ�DQR�DQJ�QDQJ\D\DUL�VD�NDQLODQJ�&$'7��6D�NDELOD�QLWR�PD\�PJD�JXEDW�QD

VDNRS� QJ� OXSDLQJ� QLQXQR� DQJ� LWLQDODJD� QD� QJ� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� (QYLURQPHQW� DQG� 1DWXUDO

5HVRXUFHV��'(15��SDUD�PDSDELODQJ�VD�,QWHJUDWHG�6RFLDO�)RUHVWU\��,6)��SURJUDP�

���$QJ�PJD� QDVDVDJDVDDQJ� OXJDU� QJ� SUR\HNWR� D\� NDZDZD�� LVDQJ�PDODNLQJ� SDQJDPED

DQJ�SDJNDEXODERJ�QJ�PJD�SDQJLWOXJDQ�QJ�DJLOD��SDZLNDQ��PJD�GROSKLQV�DW�EDER\�GDJDW

DW�SDJNDXERV�QJ�QDUUD��QDWLYH�WUHH��GDKLODQ�VD�NLQDPNDP�QD�QJ�LODQJ�PJD�GD\XKDQ�DQJ

LEDQJ�OXJDU�VD�OXSDLQJ�QLQXQR�8PDDVD� NDPLQJ� LWLWLJLO� DQJ� SUR\HNWRQJ� LWR� DW� VD� KDOLS� D\� PDJOXQVDG� QD� ODPDQJ� QJ

SURJUDPDQJ�SDQJNDEXKD\DQ� WXODG�QJ�RSRUWXQLGDG�QD�PDJLQJ�EDQWD\�JXEDW�DW� LED�SDQJ

EHQHSLV\R� SDUD� VD� PJD� NDWXWXER� VD� ORRE� QJ� DPLQJ� SDPD\DQDQ�� DW� PDSLJLODQ� DQJ

SDJNDPNDP�VD�DPLQJ�PJD�OXSDLQJ�QLQXQR�QD�DPLQ�QJ�NLQDODNKDQ��DPLQJ�SLQDQDWLOLKDQ�VD

ORRE� QJ� PDUDPLQJ� VLJOR� DW� GHNDGDQJ� QDJGDDQ�� .DVDPD� ULWR� DQJ� SDUWLVLSDV\RQJ

SDQJOLSXQDQ� QDPLQJ� PJD� NDWXWXERQJ�$JWD� XSDQJ� PDSDQDWLOL� DW� PDLEDKDJL� DQJ� DPLQJ

PD\DPDQJ�NXOWXUD�VD�ED\DQ��+DQJDG�QDPLQ�LWR�XSDQJ�PDSDQDWLOL�DQJ�DPLQJ�6DOLQ�/DKL�

.DPLQJ� KXPLJLW� NXPXODQJ� QD� ���� SDPLO\DQJ� PDQJLQJLVGD� DW� PDJVDVDND� QJ� %UJ\�

(VWHYHV�SDUWLNXODU�VD�5HVHUYDWLRQ�$UHD�DW�%UJ\��'LEHW�QD�VLQDVDNRS�QJ�$XURUD�(FRQRPLF

=RQH� DQG� )UHHSRUW� $XWKRULW\� �$3(&2�� D\� PDULLQJ� WLQXWXWXODQ� DQJ� QDWXUDQJ� SUR\HNWR

VDSDJNDW� PDODNL� DQJ� QDLGXGXORW� QD� SHUZLV\R� QLWR� VD� DPLQJ� NDEXKD\DQ� DW� VD� OXSDQJ

DPLQJ�WLQLWLUDKDQ�DW�VLQDVDND�VD�NDVDOXNX\DQ�
0DDDULQJ�PDQJDQLE� DQJ� DPLQJ�VLQDVDNDQJ� OXSD� QD� QRRQJ������ SD� LQLXWRV�QJ�.DWDDV�

WDDVDQJ� +XNXPDQ�� VD� NDWDXKDQ� QJ� GDWLQJ� SXQRQJ� KXVJDGR� QJ� .RUWH� 6XSUHPD� QJ

3LOLSLQDV�QD�VL�*QJ��/HLOD�'H�/LPD��VD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JUDULDQ�5HIRUP��'$5��QD�WXNX\LQ

NXQJ� JLQDJDPLW� ED� WDODJD� LWR� VD� QDWXUDQJ� OD\XQLQ� QJ� SDJNDNDGHNODUD� QLWR� ELODQJ

UHVHUEDV\RQ�VD�LODOLP�QJ�3URFODPDWLRQ�1R������
$QJ�PJD�VXPXVXQRG�DQJ�SDQDZDJDQ�QDPLQ�VD�NLQDXXNXODQ�

���7XOX\DQ�QJ�PDLEDKDJL�VD�PJD�NDVDOXNX\DQJ�XPXRNXSD�VD�5HVHUYDWLRQ�$UHD�DQJ�NDQL�

NDQLODQJ�OXSDQJ�VLQDVDND�VD�LODOLP�QJ�&RPSUHKHQVLYH�$JUDULDQ�5HIRUP�3URJUDP��&$53��

DW�VD�SDQJXQJXQD�QJ�'$5�D\�PDLELJD\�QD�DQJ� WLWXOR�QJ�&HUWLILFDWH�RI�/DQG�2ZQHUVKLS

$ZDUG��&/2$��VD�PJD�EHQHSLV\DU\R�QJ�SURJUDPD��1DQDQDZDJDQ�NDPL�VD�$XURUD�6WDWH

&ROOHJH� RI� 7HFKQRORJ\� �$6&27�� DW�$3(&2� QD� VXQGLQ� DQJ� LSLQDJ�XXWRV� QJ� ([HFXWLYH

2UGHU�1R������VHULHV�RI������

���+XZDJ�QJ�SD\DJDQ�DQJ�H[SDQVLRQ�QJ�$6&27�VD�VDNRS�QJ�����KHFWDUH�5HVHUYDWLRQ

$UHD�DW�KXZDJ�QJ�WDEXQDQ�SDUD�VD�LED�SDQJ�SUR\HNWR�DQJ�PJD�SDOD\DQJ�DPLQJ�VLQDVDND

PXOD�SD�QRRQJ������KDQJJDQJ�VD�NDVDOXNX\DQ�

��� 1DQDQDZDJDQ� NDPLQJ� SDQDWLOLKLQ� NDPL� VD� DPLQJ�PJD� OXJDU� DW� OXSDQJ� LQXRNXSD� QD

VDNRS�QJ�UHVHUEDV\RQ����1DQDQDZDJDQ�NDPL�QD�KXZDJ� LWXOR\�DQJ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�QJ�DLUSRUW�VD�PJD�VXVXQRG�QD

WDRQ�DW�KXZDJ�VLUDLQ�DW�WDEXQDQ�DQJ�PJD�EDNDZDQ�VD�6LWLR�/DQGLQJ�DW�6LWLR�)LVKHULHV�QD

VL\DQJ�QDJVLVLOELQJ�SDQJLWOXJDQ�QJ� LVGD�DW�QDJVLVLOELQJ�SDQDQJJD�VD�PDODODNDV�QD�DORQ

WXZLQJ�PD\� NDODPLGDG�� EDJNXV� LWR� D\� SDQJDODJDDQ� DW� SDJ\DPDQLQ� SD�� +DQGD� NDPLQJ

WXPXORQJ� NXQJ� NLQDNDLODQJDQJ� PDJWDQLP� QJ� PJD� EDNDZDQ� VD� FRDVWDO� DUHD� QJ� %UJ\�

(VWHYHV�DW�%UJ\��'LEHW���� 1DQDQDZDJDQ� NDPLQJ� KXZDJ� JDPLWLQ� DQJ� PJD� SDJSDSDSLUPD� QJ� DWWHQGDQFH� QD

ZDODQJ�KHDGLQJ�VDOXQJDW� VD�DPLQJ� OD\XQLQJ�SURWHNWDKDQ�DQJ�DPLQJ�PJD�NDUDSDWDQ�VD

OXSDQJ�DPLQJ�VLQDVDND����1DQDQDZDJDQ� GLQ� NDPL� VD�1DWLRQDO�+RXVLQJ�$XWKRULW\� �1+$�� QD� LSDPDKDJL� QD� DQJ

PJD� KRXVLQJ� SURMHFW� QD� LWLQD\R� VD� %UJ\�� (VWHYHV� VD�PJD� NDUDSDW�GDSDW� PDELJ\DQ� QJ

OLEUHQJ�SDEDKD\�
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Effect of pandemic on land rights

• Aggravated the low performance of the government in land 
acquisition and distribution

• Restricted campaigns and direct actions on land policies at the local 
and national levels

• Hampered community organizing efforts and paralegal consultations 
• Hampered trade and transport of agricultural products, high price of 

farm inputs that led to food scarcity and forced farmers to just sell 
their land

• Increased threats to land rights defenders



LMI During the COVID-19 Pandemic: 
National

Community validation via Zoom with indigenous 
peoples, farmers and fisherfolk who are affected 
by the APECO project. Photos taken in 
Casiguran, Aurora on December 28, 2020

• APECO is a 12,923-hectare freeport facilitated by the passage of R.A. 
9490 in 2007, and vastly expanded by R.A. 10083 in 2010. APECO has 
since been embroiled in controversy due to the opposition of residents 
of Casiguran in Aurora province who stand to be displaced by the 
project, as well as the numerous laws that the ecozone has accused to 
have been transgressing such as the Indigenous People’s Rights Act, 
Fisheries Code and Asset Reform Law.



LMI During the COVID-19 Pandemic: 
National

Presentation and 
Peer Review –
February 8, 2021 via 
Zoom

• PAKISAMA, which hosts the National Land Observatory in the Philippines (NLO PH) 
conducted an analysis on the overlap of PAs, KBAs, and LSLAs

• All KBAs and PAs have legal protection and they “shall be conserved… at all cost, 
otherwise, we will cease to exist as a country.” Discussions include how these 
overlaps stem from different factors.



LMI During the COVID-19 Pandemic: 
Regional



LMI During the COVID-19 Pandemic: 
Regional

Target publications for 2021
• Report on Land Investments in Oil Palm Plantation
• Report on LSLAs and VGGT
• Country Profiles/ Snapshots


