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Action Needed : Endorsement to GA for AFA  Membership of  Self Employed Womens Association (SEWA) 


Background Information: 

1. Self Employed Womens Association (SEWA) is a union of poor, self-employed women workers founded in 1962. It has a membership of 1,914,546 women in 14 out of 29 states of India and is the largest union of self-employed women in India. Nearly 2/3 of SEWA’s members live in the rural areas, and 54%  (1,033, 854) have agriculture as their main source of income and food for their family. 

To help lead to structural transformations, SEWA’s approach has been to treat agriculture led by small and marginal farmers as an industry capable of becoming fully self-sustainable and profitable, moving it away from subsistence. SEWA’s Agricultural Campaign, which currently works with 561,445 family farmers at the national level, includes trainings, provision of high quality inputs and equipment, improvement of access to credit, development of market linkages and marketing support services, provision of weather insurance and regular dialogue with policy makers at all levels of government. 

2. SEWA and AFA relations started in the Farmers Forum process in 2006. Further interaction happened in MTCP1 (2010-2013), because SEWA was the sub regional implementing agency for South Asia. SEWA now is the implementing agency of MTCP2 in India. It is also identified as one of MTCP2 technical service providers. In 2014, it organized two batches of study visits to selected MTCP2 participating FOs, and some AFA members were able to visit SEWA during that time. 

3. SEWA has a bank, an agriculture processing and packaging center called RUDI, an Academy, an Insurance company, a handicraft center, a mart, a trade facilitation center, among several others.

[bookmark: _GoBack]4. SEWA membership with AFA will bring closer our interaction with women farmers in India, will provide more learning opportunities to existing member FOs (esp its integrated and wholistic approach to agriculture) , will increase our visibility in South Asia , and will definitely strengthen our “women base”and our women programs , together with another national all-women member, which is WAFF. 
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