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BUSINESS ARISING 
From the Minutes of the 6th AFA GA

RESOLUTION 06-06: The major thrusts of AFA for 2014-106 are as follows:
1. Youth
· Young representative to the Execom
· Develop program for young farmers
2. Agro-Enterprise
· Finalize and apply tool for enterprise assessment
3. Land Rights
· Popularize Gender Evaluation Criteria (GEC) tool so that members can use it to assess if land laws in their countries are promoting gender equality or not
4. GAFSP
· Maximize existing resources for capacity building and advocacy activities
5. Working Group Recommendations
· Seeds
· Organic certification
· Preparing for ASEAN integration processes – establish AFA Southeast Asia committee
· More cooperation for members whose countries have signed into TPP
· Continue campaign on land grabbing
· Strengthen cooperatives
· Family farming
· Mechanism for bottom up process
· Identify champions for each topic or issue
· Establish women committee and program in AFA
UPDATE: The major thrusts of AFA were pursued in 2014-2016. They served as a guide for projects and activities carried out by AFA. They were also used as inputs to the draft strategic plan that will be approved in the 7th AFA GA.

1. Youth.  AFA conducted a Young Farmers WS in November 2014 (a main activity of the FACT on Youth supported by Agriterra) attended by 23 young farmer leaders (8 females, 15 males) from 11 AFA member countries. During this Workshop, a Young Farmers Committee was formed and the outline of a Young Farmers Agenda was formulated. In August 2015, Execom approved representation of Young Farmers Committee Chair to the AFA Execom. Hiro has attended Execom meetings in August 2015 and December 2015 as Young Farmer representative. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Agro-enterpise. A tool for sustainable and inclusive enterprise, finalized from the workshops and comments of members particularly PAKISAMA, API, FNN, and our partner CSA (which supported the project) was uploaded in the AFA website. See: http://asianfarmers.org/?page_id=4698 

3. Land Rights. A comparative analysis of existing land laws and the VGGT framework was conducted in 2014-2015, with implementors WUA, KKM, FNN/FWN. A research report was uploaded in the website:  http://asianfarmers.org/?p=445 . A regional workshop on VGGT popularization was held in August 2015, attended by all 17 member organizations. An issue paper has been published as a consolidation of the results of the country researches and the regional workshop: http://asianfarmers.org/?p=4274 

4. GAFSP. AFA continued to work with existing members in Cambodia, Nepal, Bangladesh, Mongolia, Kyrgyztan, Tajikistan and CSO partners in monitoring GAFSP activities through country visits. The country visits have facilitated the stronger engagement of AFA FOs and non-AFA FOs in GAFSP activities in the country. GAFSP resources have been maximized- it has supported the AFA meeting in December and this 7th GA. 

5. Working Group Recommendations.
· Seeds is a priority issue in MTCP2. In December 2014, under MTCP2, AFA co-organized with AsiaDHRRA a regional workshop on seeds. AFA members PAKISAMA and AFFM participated. As a result of this workshop, the MTCP2 thrusts in all countries is on establishing seed banks/reserves at community levels. This commitment is now being monitored by the M&E officer of AFA. 
· AFA continues the campaign against land grabbing. At the regional level, it coordinates the Land Matrix, which is a data base on large scale land acquisition, supported by ILC. AFA has also engaged the Mekong Land Governance Project. At the national level, AFA members continue their advocacy and struggles to get rights to lands by their men and women members. 
· Still to be started and to make plans: 
· the work on organic certification, 
· the establishment of the women’s committee in AFA, 
· and more cooperation from members whose countries have signed the TPP. We hope that in this GA there can be more detailed plans on these things. AFA notes that TPP has been signed in February 2016 in New Zealand; is currently awaiting ratification from member states before it enters into force. 
· The proposal to establish an ASEAN Farmers Advisory Council was presented during the SOM-AMAF meeting in August 2015. AMAF (ASEAN Ministers for Agriculture and Forestry) commented that we need first to work at the member state level to ensure that there is mechanism for a Farmers' Advisory Council from there the regional mechanism can find solid basis.

For the meantime, AMAF encouraged us to work with the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Agricultural Cooperative (ASWGAC) and ASEAN Center for Development of Agricultural Cooperatives (ACEDAC). In line with this, we have initiated under AFOSP the conduct of ASEAN Learning Route on Agricultural Cooperative (ALRAC) which was participated by 7 member-state representatives from ASWGAC and farmer leaders. ALRAC resulted to the (1) formulation of national level innovation plan as well as (2) an endorsement to ASWGAC to formulate ASEAN regional roadmap for agricultural cooperative and the (3) conduct of the ASEAN Cooperative Business Forum (ACBF). 

As a follow-through activity, AFA through secretariat, PAKISAMA and Phil MTCP2 participating FOs worked with the Philippines Cooperative Development Authority (CDA) of the Philippines to host the upcoming ACBF. With this push, CDA representative submitted concept note to ASWGAC meeting last May 2015, manifesting Philippine's interest to host ACBF with support from FOs and other CSOs.

· On strengthening cooperatives, AFA had two major activities. First, AFA member FOs who participated in the ASEAN Learning Route on Agricultural Cooperatives (PAKISAMA, API, FNN, VNFU, LFN), together with the representatives from the member states, had formulated re-entry plans based on their learnings from the Route. The application of these learnings is also one of those being monitored by the M&E officer of MTCP2.  Second, with the support of CSA, AFA member FOs API, PAKISAMA, FNN conducted a scoping exercise on how FOs deliver economic services to their members. The cases studies were presented in a regional learning workshop, supported by CSA, and attended by AFA members in SEA countries.
· On family farming, AFA became fully involved during the 2014 International Year of Family Farming. The AFA Execom Meeting and Young Farmers Workshop in December 2014 was dovetailed to the closing of the IYFF, in the Philippines. AFA took part in designing the campaign on IYFF+10, spearheaded by WRF. The four national IYFF committees set up in 2014 in Indonesia c/o API, in Philippines with PAKISAMA as FO lead, in Nepal with NLRF as active member and NAFFCL (applying for membership in AFA), in India with SEWA (applying for regular member of AFA) are making efforts to make the national committees active. During the first call for proposals by WRF to strengthen existing national FF committees, API, PAKISAMA, NAFFCL and SEWA submitted proposals. Indonesia was selected; and the three others will be encouraged to apply for the next call sometime next year. Moreover, AFA uses the term family farming interchangeably with small scale women and men family farmers and smallholders. 
· On mechanisms for bottoms-up processes and identifying champions, AFA has created task forces/workgroups according to priority agenda. The members in these workgroups are being referred to whenever AFA is being asked to be represented in various meetings.
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