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Aug 3, 2016 	/ Hanoi, Vietnam 

Discussion Paper 
New AFA Members


Action Needed : Endorsement to GA for AFA  Membership of  National Association of Dehkan Farms of the Republic of Tajikistan (NADF)


Background Information: 

1. NADF has served as contact FO and local host for GAFSP CSO missions in Tajikistan in 2012 (with TWADA and AFA Sec Gen), 2013 (with  Pakisama, FWN rep failed to get visa) and 2015 (with AFA Sec Gen). In all these occasions , they did a good work in hosting the missions, and arranging the meetings and field visits, and communicating with GAFSP government implementors. 

2. Representatives of NADF were also present in some gatherings organized by GFAR  such as in  Aug 2015 Constituent Assembly in Bangkok (with AFA SecGen and Pakisama) and in GCARD2 2013 in Uruguay ( with AFA SecGen). It is also a member of the Global Forum on Rural Advisory Services (GFRAS), which is one of the steering committee members of GFAR. It also is one of the partner FOs of CACAARI  (Central Asia Association of Agriculture Research Institutions). 

3. NADF has expressed its interest to join AFA  since 2013. 

4. NADF has submitted all paper requirements for application for AFA membership. Please see attached documents NADFa-NADFe. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Up to 1991, agriculture in Tajikistan (then Tajik SSR), as in all other Soviet republics, was organized in a dual system, in which large-scale collective and state farms coexisted in a symbiotic relationship with quasi-private individual farming on subsidiary household plots. The process of transition to a market economy that began in independent Tajikistan after 1992 led to the creation of a new category of midsized peasant farms, known as dehkan farms , between the small household plots and the large farm enterprises. As of 2006, around 25,000 peasant farms control 60% of arable land, or 530,000 hectares (the remaining 40% is split evenly between household plots and farm enterprises).  The efficiency of peasant farms, however, is relatively low, as they accounted for only 34% of the value of crop production in 2006, while household plots with less than 20% of arable land produced 45% of the value of all crops. Still, peasant farms harvested 50% of all cereals and nearly 60% of cotton in 2006. Household plots are an undisputed dominant force in the livestock sector, with 89% of cattle and 94% of cows. They accordingly accounted for 90% of the value of livestock production in 2006. The large farm enterprises that dominated agriculture during the Soviet period are of marginal importance today https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture_in_Tajikistan

5. During the field visits in 2012 and 2013, dehkan farmers were eager to do integrated, diversified farming as they realized they should not do monocropping. which was the set-up during the Soviet days. 
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